八上Unit 8 Natural disasters

Reading (I)
I. Teaching aims and learning objectives

By the end of the lesson, students should be able to:
1. understand the meanings of the new words from the context;

2. know what Timmy did and how he felt before and after the earthquake;

3. understand the damage that an earthquake could bring about and the ways to reduce the losses of an earthquake.
II. Teaching contents

1. New words and phrases: shake, fear, silent, nervous, heart, trapped, scream, beat, since, alive, dark, shout, safe; in all directions, come down, not … at all, find one’s way out, at last;

2. New structures: I was sleeping when the earthquake started.

I tried my best to run out too, but I could not.

Outside, people were running in all directions while pieces of glass and bricks were falling down.

Luckily, there was just enough space for me to move.

Hours later, as I was trying to find my way out, I suddenly heard some noise above me.
III.. Teaching procedures

Step 1 Lead-in

1. Watch a video and learn some knowledge about an earthquake.
2. Look at the pictures carefully and answer questions.

  Lead students to fill in the blanks with words, such as shaking , bombs, nervous, fear, directions.

3. Think carefully and complete the passage.

   An earthquake is a _________ [image: image1.png]


 of the ground caused by the sudden breaking and movement of Earth’s Rocky outer shell. A powerful earthquake can let off energy 10,000 times as great as that of the atomic __________.[image: image2.png]


When it happened, people are so __________[image: image3.png]


 that they screamed in __________                    [image: image4.png]


and ran in all ____________ . [image: image5.png]


September 21st is an unusual day in 1999. It was on the day that a terrible earthquake hit Taiwan , China. Thousands of people were _________(trap) and even lost their __________ (life). Millions of houses came down ,and a lot of people became __________ (home) . Luckily, Timmy _________  (survive). 
Step 2 Presentation--Reading time
Task 1 Read and match(main idea of each part)

Task 2 The earthquake happened.  (Para1-2)

1. Read Para1-2 quietly and complete the table.
	 earthquake
	(1)At first--_____ _______ ______

(2)Then--a loud noise like _______

(3)Soon-- the real noise like ______ under the ground

(4)The earth started to _______.

	  people
	(5) screamed ______ _______

(6)ran out of ______ _________

(7)raun in all __________

	 buildings
	(8)Pieces of glass and bricks were ______ _______

(9)The ________ began to come down.


Task 3 Timmy was trapped.

1. Read Para 3-4 aloud by yourselves and find out what Timmy did to save himself.
2. Think about the qualities of Timmy by using the sentence pattern.\

 How __________   Timmy is !

3 Think carefully and choose.
(1). What does the word “ silent ” in  paragraph 3 mean?

A.  excited            B. quiet            C. afraid         D. nosiy   

(2). According to Paras. 3-4, which one is NOT true?

A When Timmy was trapped, he was nervous and frightened.

B He succeeded in making himself calm down finally .

C He was very sad when he was trapped because nobody came to help him.

D He did something to save himself first when he found nobody was around him.

Task 4  Timmy was saved.

Read Para 5 and answer the following questions.

1. How did people save him?

2. What do you think of Timmy after reading his story? Why?

3. Should we learn Timmy’s qualities that he helped himself first when he was in trouble? Why or why not?
Task 5 Think back and finish

When the earthquake hit Taiwan in 1999, Timmy was (1) _______  (sleep). He heard a loud noise (2)_______ thunder. Then the noise became louder, like bombs under the ground. People screamed  (3)____  fear. Then pieces of glass and (4)_______ (brick) fell down. When the noise and shaking stopped, Timmy was (5) _______  (trap) and could not get out. He felt nervous and his heart was (6)_______  (beat) fast. (7)______   moment of fear went (8)________ his mind. Then he tried to calm down and pulled  (9)_________ slowly through the dark. Finally, people heard his cry for help. They moved away the bricks and  saved him. Timmy  (10) _________   (survive) at last.
Step 3 Pair work

 A reporter have an interview with Timmy to learn about his experiences in the Taiwan earthquake.
Step 4 Discussion

1. Watch a video about keeping ourselves safe in the earthquake.
2. Discuss in groups: If an earthquake happened, what should we do to keep ourselves safe?

(Situation: at school/at home/on a road)

Step 5 Conclude wisely and share

1. Present the pictures of people who work together to fight against COVID 19 and ask students to think about : “ what can we learn from this disaster? ”

2. Lead students to have a conclusion with the sentence pattern below.

Where there is a d________, there are brave h_______.

Where there are brave h_______, there is h ______.

Where there is h ______ , there is a w______.

Where there is a w _____ , there is a w_____.
IV. Homework

1. Read the whole article and remember new words and phrases.

2. Recite the article .

3. Search for more information about the earthquake on the Internet.
The earthquake_____ (happen).


Timmy was ______ (save).


Timmy was ______ (trap).
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