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The Biology Test for College Admission: What to Test and How to Test
YANG Fan', LI Xiuqin®
(1. National Education Examinations Authority, Beijing 100084, China;
2. Beijing Union University, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract: “What to test” and “how to test” are two insurmountable core questions of test development, each having
multiple answers depending on the different perspectives. To answer “what to test” in the hiology test for college
admission, this paper suggests that we should pay close attention to the opinions stated in the relevant documents
issued by the State Council, the test syllabus, the test specifications and so on. And to answer “how to test”, this
paper focuses on the design of the test questions, and in light of relevant research results explores ways to embody
the design concept such as originality, scientificity, compatibility and simplicity and discusses the relationship
between originality and the utmost principle, scientificity and fuzziness, questions and answers, simplicity and
sufficiency of conditions for solving problems.

Keywords: College Entrance Examination Reform; Biology Test for College Admission; Test Item Development
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